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DETAILED ACTION 

The following is a first action on the merits of application serial no. 10/576501 
filed on April 20, 2006. 

Priority 

Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d), which 
papers have been placed of record in the file. 

Information Disclosure Statement 
The information disclosure statement filed 4/20/06 has been considered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in 
the United States. 

Claims 1, 2 and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Murata 5213186. As to claim 1, Murata discloses an engine power transmission device 
having an engine (1) which is controlled by a throttle, a torque converter (3) which 
transmit a power of the engine to a load device (4), a clutch (8, 9) which is provided 
between the engine and converter and is capable of controlling a transmission torque 
transmitted thereby, a throttle actuation device (column 8, lines 21-28) which actuates 
the throttle, an engine rotational speed detector (10) which detects a speed of the 
engine, a clutch actuation device (12) which actuates the clutch and controls 
transmission torque and a controller (Figure 4) which in response to the engine speed 
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detector, commands the clutch actuation device so as to control the transmission of 
torque by the clutch according to the engine speed. As to claim 2, further having a 
throttle opening amount detector (52) which detects opening amount of the throttle 
wherein the controller in response to the engine speed detector and throttle detector, 
commands the clutch device to control transmission of torque by the clutch according to 
the engine speed and throttle opening. As to claim 10, Murata discloses an engine 
power transmission method for transmitting a power of an engine (1 ) to a torque 
converter (3) via a clutch (8, 9) which is capable of controlling a torque transmission 
ratio by controlling the engine in response to a throttle and actuating the clutch so as to 
control a transmission torque transmitted thereby according to an engine speed (Figure 
4). 

Claims 1, 3-6 and 10-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Coffman et al 5380257. As to claim 1, Coffman discloses an engine 
power transmission device having an engine (14) which is controlled by a throttle, a 
torque converter (20) which transmit a power of the engine to a load device (46), a 
clutch (64) which is provided between the engine and converter and is capable of 
controlling a transmission torque transmitted thereby, a throttle actuation device (154) 
which actuates the throttle, an engine rotational speed detector (112) which detects a 
speed of the engine, a clutch actuation device (170) which actuates the clutch and 
controls transmission torque and a controller (78) which in response to the engine 
speed detector, commands the clutch actuation device so as to control the transmission 
of torque by the clutch according to the engine speed. As to claim 3, wherein the clutch 
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is actuated so that a torque transmission ratio in a lower rotational speed region amount 
becomes smaller than that in a higher rotational speed region (Figure 3 discloses when 
clutch pressure is below 1 200 rpm, it is at a minimum pressure A which is smaller than 
a pressure B above 1200 rpm). As to claim 4, wherein in the lower region, the clutch is 
actuated so that the ratio increases along with an increase in the engine speed (Figure 
3 discloses the pressure A increasing to pressure B when engine speed goes above 
1200 rpm). As to claim 5, wherein in the higher region, the clutch is actuated so that the 
ratio becomes constant (Figure 3 discloses B being constant at 1400 rpm). As to claim 
6, wherein in the higher region, the clutch is actuated so that the ratio becomes 100% 
(Figure 3 discloses pressure B being constant at 1400 rpm which indicates full 
engagement of clutch). As to claim 10, Coffmann discloses an engine power 
transmission method for transmitting a power of an engine (14) to a torque converter 
(20) via a clutch (64) which is capable of controlling a torque transmission ratio by 
controlling the engine in response to a throttle and actuating the clutch so as to control a 
transmission torque transmitted thereby according to an engine speed (Figure 3). As to 
claim 1 1 , wherein in the step of actuating the clutch, the clutch is actuated so that a 
torque transmission ratio in a lower rotational speed region amount becomes smaller 
than that in a higher rotational speed region (Figure 3 discloses when clutch pressure is 
below 1 200 rpm, it is at a minimum pressure A which is smaller than a pressure B 
above 1200 rpm). As to claim 12, wherein in the lower region, the clutch is actuated so 
that the ratio increases along with an increase in the engine speed (Figure 3 discloses 
the pressure A increasing to pressure B when engine speed goes above 1200 rpm). 
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Claims 1, 2 and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Murasugi 4720003. As to claim 1 , Murasugi discloses an engine power transmission 
device having an engine (column 2, line 33) which is controlled by a throttle, a torque 
converter (1 ) which transmit a power of the engine to a load device, a clutch (1 6) which 
is provided between the engine and converter and is capable of controlling a 
transmission torque transmitted thereby, a throttle actuation device (Figure 6) which 
actuates the throttle, an engine rotational speed detector (Figure 7) which detects a 
speed of the engine, a clutch actuation device (31) which actuates the clutch and 
controls transmission torque and a controller (Figure 7) which in response to the engine 
speed detector, commands the clutch actuation device so as to control the transmission 
of torque by the clutch according to the engine speed. As to claim 2, further having a 
throttle opening amount detector (Figure 6 and 7) which detects opening amount of the 
throttle wherein the controller in response to the engine speed detector and throttle 
detector, commands the clutch device to control transmission of torque by the clutch 
according to the engine speed and throttle opening. As to claim 10, Murasugi discloses 
an engine power transmission method for transmitting a power of an engine to a torque 
converter (1) via a clutch (16) which is capable of controlling a torque transmission ratio 
by controlling the engine in response to a throttle and actuating the clutch so as to 
control a transmission torque transmitted thereby according to an engine speed (Figure 
7). 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 7-9 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

-Evans et al 5509520, Mitchell et al 5040648, Murano et al 5022287, Woody et al 
3831726, Michell et al 3074524, Matsumura et al 6656090, Adachi et al 6132336, 
Tibbies 5417621 and Yamaguchi 4718525. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to TISHA D. LEWIS whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7093. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9:30AM TO 6:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Le can be reached on 571-272-7092. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Tdl 

/TISHA D. LEWIS/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3655 

August 13, 2010 



